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July 1, 2009

Attn: Members of the Suffolk County Planning Commission

Vision Long Island would like to repeat its recommendations from the last Suffolk County Planning Commission hearing for making County Route 58 into a pedestrian safe, multi-modal highway.  If we are to have any hope of slowing or stopping the ever increasing traffic volumes on this roadway, there have to be viable alternatives to the automobile for people using this road.  Creating a “cars-only” environment which the proposed plan does will force all those who can drive, into their cars, and for all those who cannot drive, they will either be unable to use this roadway or visit businesses along it or will have to risk their own safety to do so.  Bike lanes, safe places for busses to pull over and medians are measures that can greatly increase safety along a roadway as well as provide safe alternatives to the automobile.  Since it appears that the county is unwilling to take the time to acquire the necessary right of way to build the road properly, Vision would like to make the following recommendations to improve safety within the current plan.

· Plan for future improvements to the roadway by designing the edges in such a way to allow for future installation of bike lanes and bus pull over space.  Locate utility poles and drainage in such a way that curbs could later be moved back when right of way has been acquired.  If a median cannot be installed at this time since the road is not wide enough to allow for u-turns, plan for future additional roundabouts at intersections to make u-turns safe and legal so that a median can be installed in the future.
· At the westernmost portion of this roadway, where drivers are entering from the LIE, extra right of way width should be used for measures such as a planted median and street trees between the sidewalk and the curb to alert drivers that they are no longer on the LIE and have to slow down and be cautious that there are potentially pedestrians present.

· Locate all utility poles and signage either within two feet of the face of the curb so that those in wheel chairs who may have to squeeze through a 36” wide portion of sidewalk can do so on the side away from traffic rather than inches from the outer most travel lane.  If signage or utilities cannot for some reason be located closer to the curb, they should be located at the extreme edge of the right of way so that there is at least four to four and a half feet of space between the pole and the curb.  Thirty six inches of space may be adequate for passing through a doorway in a wheelchair, but not for squeezing between utility poles and speeding traffic.

· Consider how pedestrians will actually use crosswalks when designing them.  Many of the crosswalks in this plan have very circuitous routes for the pedestrians to follow to cross the street.  Many pedestrians will ignore the striped paths that take them too far out of the way of their destination and make their own path with could lead to dangerous conditions.  Pedestrian crossings should not be an afterthought once the routes for cars have been laid out, they should be integral to the overall design of the roadway.  They should be as short and direct as possible to see that pedestrians use them and don’t cross at other, unintended points.

· Most of the intersections in this plan only show three and sometimes only two crosswalks to get from side of an intersection to another.  Where ever there are four corners at an intersection, there should be four crosswalks.  A pedestrian should not be expected to make three crossings when one would have been necessary.

· Since many of these intersections are overly wide, signals should be timed long enough to allow people to fully cross the street.  Crosswalk signals should have timers to let pedestrians know how much more time they have to get across the street.  Crossing signals should give pedestrians a few seconds “head start” so that they can be seen by drivers before the drivers start moving.  NYSDOT has begun using this method and believes that it is effective in keeping pedestrians safer from tuning cars.

· The curb radii at many if not most of these intersections are far too large.  The larger the radius, the longer the crossing distance gets for the pedestrian and the faster vehicles can go while making the turn.  Both of these make larger turning radii unsafe.  Particularly at the intersections of Osborn Avenue and Harrison Avenue where the radii are 525 feet and 135 feet respectively.  Drivers of large vehicles could easily take these turns without slowing down which gives a pedestrian trying to cross either of these road virtually no chance of getting across the street.  Radii should be designed to slow drivers down to at least 15 to 20 mph to take a turn, if not slower.  Only when drivers are travelling below 20 mph are they likely to yield to a pedestrian.  Travelling at higher speeds, they rarely do.  

· Where the sidewalks cross driveway entrances into parking lots, the driveway aprons should be paved in concrete to signal to drivers that they are crossing a pedestrian zone.  Many drivers are not aware that pedestrians may be present and do not think to look for them when pulling out of a parking lot.  Ideally driveways should be elevated to sidewalk level then sloping down to the roadway level to further indicate to drivers that they are crossing a pedestrian zone.  It is understood that existing grades may not allow for this.

· If busses are required to stop in the outer travel lane, this will create an unsafe condition of cars switching lanes to avoid the bus.  If right of way cannot be acquired along the entire length of the roadway, then it should at a minimum be acquired at bus stops to allow them to safely pullover when picking up or dropping off passengers.  Vision is encouraged to hear that DPW is considering this as part of a phase 2.
· At the roundabout at Roanoke Avenue, the splitter islands that lead drivers into the roundabout should be extended for the length of the diagonally striped portion of the center lane.  Since there is not traffic signal at this intersection, cars must be slowed down considerably in order for pedestrians to be able to cross.  Planting trees in this extended median will further help to slow drivers down.  If there is any right of way available at the approach to this intersection, sidewalks should be pulled back from the curb and street trees planted in the space between to further slow drivers down.

· It is understood that there is not sufficient room within the existing 66 foot right of way to pull sidewalks back away from the curb, however, in areas of the roadway where there is sufficient space, sidewalks should be pulled back to make those areas safer for pedestrians.  Signage and street trees should be place in the area between to provide a clear and safe sidewalk.
In conclusion, Vision Long Island had two members assist in the drafting of the Suffolk County Smart Growth Report in 2003.  That document made recommendations on how Suffolk County Department of Public Works could design roadways in accordance with walkable, multi-modal and Smart Growth plans, utilizing community input.  Plans for Straight Path in Wyandanch, Montauk Highway in Mastic and Shirley and Portion Road in Lake Ronkonkoma have followed that trend.  Unfortunately CR39 in Southampton and now CR58 in Riverhead clearly reverse these positive accomplishments.  While it is too late for CR39, there is an opportunity for CR58 to improve safety and be a true model for the region.  Let’s hope Suffolk County will cooperate.
Sincerely,
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