Older Pedestrians at Risk
Talking Points
The Basics
Significant numbers of pedestrians are killed in traffic crashes in the tri-state region.  Over the period 2005 through 2007, more than 1,500 people were killed while walking.  The state-by-state breakdown:

Connecticut: 122


New Jersey: 542


Downstate New York: 844

Older people make up a disproportionately large percentage of the region’s pedestrian fatalities.  There are 2 ways to express this:
1) Of the 1,500 people killed while walking, more than 400 were aged 65 years or older, representing 27% of total pedestrian fatalities.  But people aged 65 years or older represent just over 12% of the region’s population.  State-by-state breakdown:

Connecticut:  25.4% of ped fatalities;  12.6% of population

New Jersey:  22.3% of ped fatalities;  12.2% of population

Downstate NY:  30.2% of ped fatalities;  11.8% of population

2) The pedestrian fatality rate for tri-state residents aged 65 years or older was 4.19 per 100,000 persons.  This rate was more than 3 times the rate of 1.27 for residents aged 64 years and younger. State-by-state breakdown:

Connecticut:  2.2 for 65+, almost 3 times the rate of 0.75 for those <65 years

New Jersey:  3.6 for 65+, more than twice the rate of 1.5 for those <65 years

Downstate NY:  5.2 for 65+, more than 4 times the rate of 1.3 for those <65 years
Why?  We don’t know for sure, but the higher fatality rate for older pedestrians can probably be attributed to four factors: 1) older pedestrians are less likely to survive a collision with a car or truck; 2) a higher proportion of older residents may have “retired” their car keys and are walking instead; 3) older pedestrians are less able to get out of the way of oncoming vehicles in their path; and, 4) existing pedestrian infrastructure, such as the duration of crosswalk signals, ignores the needs of older walkers.
Nationally, older pedestrians are also disproportionately represented among fatalities, comprising almost 20% of pedestrian deaths, but only 12.5% of the population, with a pedestrian fatality rate that is 70% higher than for those younger than 65.  That those figures are magnified in the tri-state region is probably due to the higher number of older pedestrians walking in this region.
Within the region, certain areas are particularly dangerous for older pedestrians.  Region-wide, the 5 most dangerous counties according to the pedestrian fatality rate for those 65 years and older were:
1. Manhattan, 8.27 per 100,000 persons

2. Atlantic County, NJ, 7.18 per 100,000 persons

3. Nassau County, NY 6.65 per 100,000 persons

4. Staten Island, 6.47 per 100,000 persons

5. Brooklyn, 6.22 per 100,000 persons
State-by-state breakdown:

Connecticut

In Connecticut, only a handful of counties had enough pedestrian fatalities to analyze.  So we ranked the cities instead, according to the percentage of pedestrian fatalities who were older:

1. Bristol, 75% of fatalities older than 65

2. Stamford, 60% of fatalities older than 65

3. Waterbury, 50% of fatalities older than 65

4. Bridgeport, 37.5% of fatalities older than 65

New Jersey

1. Atlantic County, 7.18 per 100,000 persons

2. Hudson County, 5.58 per 100,000 persons

3. Gloucester County, 5.13 per 100,000 persons

4. Bergen County, 5.04 per 100,000 persons

5. Passaic County, 4.53 per 100,000 persons

Downstate NY
1. Manhattan, 8.27 per 100,000 persons
2. Nassau County, 6.65 per 100,000 persons

3. Staten Island, 6.47 per 100,000 persons

4. Brooklyn, 6.22 per 100,000 persons

5. Rockland County, 5.34 per 100,000 persons

Recommendations
Tri-State recommends establishing new Safe Streets for Seniors programs modeled after NYCDOT’s successful effort.  That program identifies locations with high numbers of older pedestrian fatalities and makes improvements such as:
· Extending pedestrian crossing times at crosswalks

· Shortening crossing distances

· Altering curbs and sidewalks to make them easier for older pedestrians to navigate

· Restricting vehicle turns (e.g. no right turn on red)

· Narrowing roadways to slow traffic and shorten crossing distances

Methodology

The analysis was conducted by Michael Benediktsson, a Princeton University doctoral candidate and Michelle Ernst, staff analyst for the Tri-State Transportation Campaign.  Raw data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) Fatality Analysis Report System (FARS – a database of all fatal traffic collisions in the U.S.) for the years 2005 through 2007 (the most recent available) was analyzed to determine the number of pedestrian fatalities aged 65 and older.  These numbers were compared to population figures for the same age group to determine fatality rates by age and location, calculated as the number of pedestrians killed per 100,000 population of specific age group.
Downstate New York is comprised of NYC’s five boroughs, plus, Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, Rockland, Orange, Putnam and Dutchess Counties.
Feel free to refer methodology questions to Michelle Ernst at TSTC, (212) 268-7474.
