On the eve of hope
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It is for all Americans and many watchful people of the world, our Eve of 

Hope.  May the clouds part and the sun shine... A new world is just one night  

away.  
The new leadership we select, with honestly and fairness, will not have a 

magic potion. The leader we pick will struggle using many crow bars to get 

this large, complex derailed freight train back on track. The series of 

missteps did not happen overnight, and they will not be solved any quicker. The dark 

deeds of the Bush years are but icing on a tall, tilting cake. Mistakes of 

presidents and congresses going back many decades will not slip away in 

anything but low gear. It will be an uphill track all the way.
Yet, I find optimism. As I do my part with my work around the country, I 

find many good people (even in towns controlled by special interests and 

political forces working against the common good).  We will find the people we 

need in all corners of our nation and throughout the world … each armed with new 

hope. It may soon feel like the Kennedy years. It already feels that way to 

me.

There are many people who look to this new presidency with hope, not for a 

Messiah, but with deep longing felt in almost every heart ...for fairness, for 

people-centered solutions and human-sized healing steps. This longing is 

most felt by those people not raised to fear or hate. These people, 

Republicans, Democrats and others, look forward to a period of reaching for peace, honor, 

honesty and transparency... a new period to be entered into by the many who 

make up all parts of our nation….taking baby steps at first, slipping and 

sliding some, falling, getting back up, but eventually taking full strides, 

fueled by optimism, eventually running full bore. Stones and harsh words will 

be thrown. Some will create wounds. But the team that leads will learn, improve 

with experience, and bring us together as a people in a way that only fairy 

tales or heroic efforts have achieved.  I believe this age will become as  

great, or greater, than winning WWII.   It will take equal courage and 

commitment.
People who want change, on both sides of the "divide," seek leadership from 

people who speak in complete sentences, facing the future to embrace and 

deal with our struggling economy and the huge effects of climate change... 

surrounded by wise advisors and achievers, not  miscreants who maximize short 

term profits from war... fueling endless streams of militant youth growing up on 

hatred. These youth are poor, hopeless beings under the influence of wealthy 

petro-dictator driven despotic regimes. Youth who have no life promise of 

their own are easily  turned into fundamentalists, empty vessels filled with 

violence, hatred and the skills of terrorism. 
Many people seek to free themselves from an ever deepening abyss…struggling 

with limited quality of life and access to that which matters most. These 

young people and adults are too often driven  by the market economy which 

created unhealthy desire for “ownership” and over-consumption, a bigger this, a 

larger, louder, higher-on-the-hill that, causing our earth's environment to 

teeter toward extinction.

The new group, chosen to guide the future, may not be totally pure. But this 

group should be driven by new sets of interests that do not include oil and 

war profiteering and consumer-dependent greed. They must move beyond the 

pseudo science, double speak and self-interest of the  moment which rejected 

reality and overlooked pain and suffering. 

This course will not be easy for any leader because there are greedy people, 

stupid people and others who respond mostly to fear, who are easily misled. 

We have a world of skilled tyrants, dictators and miscreant corporate CEO's, 

waiting to take advantage. But there are even more good people who will work 

together, world-wide. Once we regain the trust and respect of the world 

community, we may once again celebrate capable, more global community-oriented

leadership.  We are a nation too big to be discounted. That is the reason many 

in other nations, great and small, have been watching this election even 

more closely than many in the U.S. 

Leadership benefits from sitting on concrete steps with many groups of 

common people in many different neighborhoods, of different religions, 

upbringings and nationalities. This leadership gives us added hope, added belief in 

ourselves, embracing needs and issues of the world, rather than arrogant 

attempts to dominate the world. Hopefully the new leadership will learn how to 

tread new ground, thread new needles, rebuilding strong domestic community life   

... not adding strife to the world, struggling against vague evils.  

This new period is likely to include leadership that does not attempt to win 

elections and command peoples' respect from fear.  It would reject all that 

Cheney and Bush stood for... arrogance, ignorance and a skill set of 

trickery, controlled communication and dishonesty. 

No, there should not be a Bloomberg change in our governance ... but there 

should be a system built so strong and with such  commanding support, 

intelligence, clarity, effectiveness, and  endurance that the next leaders, be 

they Democrat or Republican, or some new party, will conduct the presidency with all 

its rightful respect, honor, dignity  and integrity.

