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Testimony in support of Avalon at Huntington Station

Town of Huntington, March 9, 2010

Eric Alexander, Vision Long Island
Vision Long Island is in full support of the AvalonBay development on 5th Ave. in Huntington Station. Vision has long been a supporter of intelligent planning on this parcel from our early days as Vision Huntington, in the late 90’s, and is very happy this project came forward for review.  

It has been our experience that AvalonBay developments have been vital to the local economy as well as proven themselves successful places to live most notably in Long Beach, Glen Cove and Coram.  

We are particularly happy that this project addresses a number of Smart Growth principles.  Some of the benefits include:

· 25% percent combined, Workforce, Next Generation, and Moderate priced housing constructed on site.

· A variety of housing types, including for sale, and rental housing will help provide housing opportunities for Huntington residents. 

· Transit Oriented Development within 1/2 mile of the train station,  opportunity to reduce our dependence on cars and to take full advantage of all the benefits of public transportation.

· A new walking path and direct connection from the community to the Huntington Train Station.  We have received assurance that as many existing tress on the property that can be preserved will as a part of the connection to the Station area and the public space amenities on site.

· The project is tax positive and will provide much needed  revitalization to an area with pockets of economic distress.

· AvalonBay has informed us that of the 25% of the units(~132 units), both rental and home ownership, will be affordable and that they will be able to offer preference to Huntington teachers, first responders, and health care workers. 
· Vision is pleased to see the use of a landscaped pond as a portion of 

                                                    the stormwater collection.

Additional items for consideration:

Walkability

The development is roughly a half mile from the train station.  This is about a ten minute walk which is walkable, but at the outer edge of walkability.  It is understood that walking paths are being provided through the park to shorten the walking distance.  The connection between the development and the train station should be enhanced to encourage as many people to walk as possible through pedestrian appropriate lighting, landscaping and other features.

Parking Requirements

It is unclear from the site plan exactly how many parking spaces are being provided.  Transit Oriented Developments, due to their nature of encouraging transit use, require fewer parking spaces per unit.  Vision would encourage Avalon to reduce the amount of parking provided to 1.5 spaces per unit or less to minimize the amount of asphalt on site and increase the amount of green space provided.

“As of Right” not a viable alternative:
The proposed area is currently zoned for 109, four and five-bedroom, single family homes. This type of development, which could be built as of right without any public input, does not address the housing needs of the Huntington Station community.  In addition the economic of the as of right development would add an enormous burden to an strained school district budget.

In conclusion we hope the Town of Huntington approves this project, after appropriate review, without delay.
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