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2007 SMART GROWTH AWARDS 
HONORING THE PEOPLE AND PROJECTS CHANGING THE FUTURE OF LONG ISLAND

Crest Hollow Country Club, 8325 Jericho Tpke., Woodbury, NY
June 15th, 2007 – 11:30am to 2:00pm

SMART GROWTH NEWS

Vision Long Island held their 2007 Smart Growth Awards on 
Friday, June 15th, honoring people, projects, and places that 
are transforming Long Island into a better place to live.  Over 
500 people attended the event, held at the Crest Hollow Coun-
try Club in Woodbury, NY.

of age prefer this option. Remarks Alexander, “Long Island’s 
young people are not leaving just because of affordability, 
but because of lifestyle. This poll shows that 18-34 year want 
active, vibrant downtown centers. As Americans, we should 
have choices, not just for our young people, but for all of our 
citizens.”

Keynote speaker and honoree Robert Yaro, of the Regional 
Plan Association, highlighted the advances that are taking 
place in the region today.  With the sense of hope in the Spitzer 
Administration and PlaNYC, he spoke of the long road that 
still lies ahead.  He hoped that one day, the things that Vision 
honors at the Awards will become ‘as of right’ policies.

The ceremony, hosted by News 12 Long Island’s Trish Ber-
gin, highlighted the advances Long Island has made in Smart 
Growth over the past 10 years.  In keeping with the times, Vi-
sion presented many of the awards alongside video presenta-
tions explaining the projects and their signifi cance.

Eric Alexander, Executive Director of Vision Long Island, 
presented the results of a recent poll conducted by SUNY 
Stony Brook on behalf of VISION.  It found that a full 43% 
of Long Islanders, whether or not they have children, would 
prefer to live in mixed-use areas in which residents could walk 
to stores, schools and services. In Nassau, there was an even 
split, with 49% preferring Smart Growth, while the divide is 
at 38% in Suffolk. 

The size of this market is surprising, even to Smart Growth 
Advocates. Eric Alexander said, “We were shocked by the 
high levels of support for mixed use development and walk-
able communities. The results of this poll show that there is a 
large market for alternatives to Sprawl development.” 

A full 52% of individuals between the ages of 18 and 35 years 
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GOVERNMENT LEADERS

HON. MICHAEL BALBONI, NYS SENATOR, 2004

HON. STEVE ENGELBRIGHT, NYS ASSEMBLY, 
2004

HON. THOMAS P. DINAPOLI, NYS ASSEMBLY, 
2003

VIVIAN VILORIA-FISHER, SUFFOLK COUNTY 
LEGISLATOR, 2005

TOWN OF BROOKHAVEN
EDWARD HENNESSEY, TOWN COUNCILMAN 
JOHN JAY LAVALLE, TOWN SUPERVISOR, 2003
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
FRANK PETRONE, TOWN SUPERVISOR
MARK CUTHBERTSON, TOWN COUNCILMAN, 
2002

COMMUNITY LEADERS

DR. DAVID SPRINTZEN
LIPC, 2007

CONNIE KEPERT
AFFILIATED BROOKHAVEN CIVIC ORGANIZA-
TIONS, 2004

NEAL LEWIS
LONG ISLAND NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK
NASSAU HUB CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 
2003

LAKE RONKONKOMA CIVIC ASSOCIATION, 
2003

REGIONAL LEADERS

ROBERT YARO
REGIONAL PLAN ASSOCIATION

RICHARD BIVONE
NASSAU COUNCILS OF CHAMBERS OF COM-
MERCE, 2006

ROBERT CATTELL
KEYSPAN, 2003

NANCY DOUZINAS
PRESIDENT, THE RAUCH FOUNDATION, 2005
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TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD

THE ALBANESE ORGANIZATION
GARDEN CITY, 2006

SMART GROWTH REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE
VILLAGE OF WESTBURY, 2005
BRISTAL AT WESTBURY, ENGEL BURMAN

VILLAGE OF GARDEN CITY, 2004

TIME EQUITIES
FREEPORT, 2004

VILLAGE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 2003

ARCHSTONE ROOSEVELT CENTER, WESTBURY, 2003
TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD

VILLAGE OF FREEPORT, 2003

SIGNATURE PLACE APARTMENTS, ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 2004
CHASE PARTNERS LLC

AFRIKAN AMERICAN MEDIA NETWORK, ROOSEVELT, 2007
ANDREAUS 13

TOWN OF ISLIP

BAY SHORE REVITALIZATION
BAY SHORE. 2004
TOWN OF ISLIP, BAY SHORE SCHOOL DISTRICT

SOUTHWIND VILLAGE
BAY SHORE, 2003
TOWN OF ISLIP, LONG ISLAND HOUSING PARTNERSHIP

TOWN OF NORTH HEMPSTEAD

NEW CASSEL REVITALIZATION, 2005
SUSTAINABLE LONG ISLAND, UNIFIED NEW CASSEL CORPORATION

BAY WALK WATERFRONT PARK
PORT WASHINGTON NORTH, 2006
VILLAGE OF PORT WASHINGTON NORTH, TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD, 
RESIDENTS FOR A MORE BEAUTIFUL PORT WASHINGTON

MILL POND ACRES
PORT WASHINGTON, 2003
SANDY HOLLOW ASSOCIATES LLC

CREATING WALKABILITY
MANHASSET, 2006
COALITION FOR A SAFER MANHASSET

VILLAGE OF MINEOLA MASTER PLAN, 2006
VILLAGE OF MINEOLA

MTA LONG ISLAND BUS
LONG ISLAND (MINEOLA), 2003

TRAFFIC CALMING PROGRAM
VILLAGE OF GREAT NECK PLAZA, 2005

VILLAGE OF ROSLYN MASTER PLAN, 2007

TOWN OF OYSTER BAY

WESTERN WATERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT, 2003
NEW YORK STATE, TOWN OF OYSTER BAY
CAMERON  ENGINEERING, FRIENDS OF THE BAY

FOSTERING DISTINCTIVE, ATTRACTIVE COMMUNITIES,
TOWN OF OYSTER BAY, OYSTER BAY MAIN STREET 
ASSOCIATION, 2006

UNDERHILL PRESERVE, JERICHO, 2004
THE SOCIETY TO PRESERVE UNDERHILL

AVALON AT GLEN COVE, 2005
AVALON BAY

VILLAGE OF FARMINGDALE, 2003

SOUTHAMPTON

EAST HAMPTON

SHELTER 
ISLAND

TOWN OF BROOKHAVEN

COPPER BEECH VILLAGES
PATCHOGUE, 2006
PULTE HOMES

MIDDLE COUNTRY LAND-USE PLAN
CORAM & MIDDLE ISLAND, 2006
TOWN OF BROOKHAVEN

EAST SETAUKET FIREHOUSE, EAST SETAUKET, 2005
PETER CARADONNA, ARCHITECT

BARNUM EQUITIES LLC
PORT JEFFERSON, 2003

FLOYD HARBOR
SHIRLEY, 2004
PARISI & SON CONSTRUCTION

MONTAUK HIGHWAY PROJECT, MASTIC SHIRLEY, 2003
WILLIAM FLOYD COMMUNITY SUMMIT

TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

CONSTITUTION SQUARE
NORTHPORT, 2004
SKIPPERS

GERARD ST., 2003
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON, RMS ENGINEERING, ADL 
III ARCHITECTURE

NEW GERARD, 2005
HEATHERWOOD COMMUNITIES

ORCHARD PARK, 2003

TOWN OF RIVERHEAD

RIVERHEAD MASTER PLAN, 2005
TOWN OF RIVERHEAD

TOWN OF SMITHTOWN

COUNTRY VIEW ESTATES, 2006
LANDING AVENUE LLC

TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON

RIVERSIDE HAMLET CENTER, RIVERSIDE, 2006
TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON

TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON, 2004

SUSTAINABLE EAST END DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES, 2007

GREEN BUILDING, 2007
BILL CHALEFF

TOWN OF SOUTHOLD

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION
VILLAGE OF GREENPORT, 2005
DAVE KAPELL, MAYOR

ISLANDWIDE

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
LONG ISLAND (HICKSVILLE), 2004

WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM
HAUPPAUGE, 2005
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MTA LONG ISLAND BUS, 2003
NEAL S. YELLIN

ARVERNE BY THE SEA, 2007
BEECHWOOD ORGANIZATION & THE BENJAMIN COMPANIES

PECONIC LAND TRUST, 2007

FOUR STAR VARIETY STORE
NORTHPORT, EAST NORTHPORT, FARMINGDALE, 2007

SUFFOLK COMMUNITY COLLEGE
RIVERHEAD, SAYVILLE, 2007

NASSAU COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 2007
PATRICK DUGGAN

TRI-STATE TRANSPORTATION CAMPAIGN, 2006

RIVERHEAD

TOWN OF BABYLON

OAK STREET PLAZA
COPIAGUE, TOWN OF BABYLON, 2007

SOUTHOLD

In attendance were: 

Elected Offi cials:  

Towns and Villages: Brian Foley, Supervisor, and Steve Fiore-
Rosenfeld, Councilman, Town of Brookhaven; John Venditto, 
Supervisor, and Anthony Macagnone, Councilman, Town of 
Oyster Bay; Steven J. Flotteron, Councilman, Town of Islip; 
Ralph Suozzi, Mayor, City of Glen Cove; Dot Goosby, Coun-



The Peconic Land Trust for Preserving Open Space, Farm-
land, Natural Beauty, Historical Buildings, and Critical 
Environmental Areas.  The organization works tirelessly to-
wards conservation of land while protecting property rights of 
farmers and other property owners.

Suffolk Community College, for Reinvesting in and 
Strengthening Existing Communities.  The College has cre-
ated two downtown campus centers, one in Sayville and one 
in Riverhead, utilizing existing structures and adding to the 
appeal of the already vibrant downtowns.

Oak Street Plaza in Copiague, in the Town of Babylon, 
for Taking Advantage of Compact Building Design.  These 
mixed-use structures exemplify compact building design prin-
ciples as well as a larger adjustment to public transportation.

Robert Yaro, President of the Regional Plan Association, 
for his Regional Leadership.  Mr. Yaro has been on the fore-
front of regional planning over the last two decades.

Patrick Duggan, of the Nassau County Department of Eco-
nomic Development, for Housing Opportunities and Choices 
for a Range of Household Types, Family Sizes, and Incomes.  
Mr. Duggan has made large strides for the County in helping 
people fi nd  places to live.

Dr. David Sprintzen, of the Long Island Progressive Coali-
tion, for Sustainable Development.  Dr. Sprintzen is a sustain-
able pioneer on Long Island and his work with the LIPC was 
the fi rst to plan for sustainable development in the region.

The Beechwood Organization & The Benjamin Companies 
for Arverne by the Sea in Rockaway Beach, for Creating a 
Mix of Uses.  Arverne by the Sea is a large-scale mixed-use 
project that has successfully been constructed.

From left: VISION President Ron Stein, RPA President Robert Yaro, LIPC’s 
David Sprintzen, Nassau County’s Patrick Duggan, and VISION Executive 
Director Eric Alexader

Peconic Land Trust’s John Halsey with Beechwood Organization’s Michael 
Dubb

cilwoman, Town of Hempstead; Susan Berland, Councilwom-
an, Town of Huntington; Tom Dwyer, Councilman, Town of 
North Hempstead; Henry Tobin, Village of Northport; John 
Durkin, Mayor, Village of Roslyn;

County: Lisanne Altmann, Roger Corbin, Wayne Wink, and 
David Denenberg, Nassau County Legislature; Vivian Vilo-
ria-Fisher, John Kennedy, and Steven Stern, Suffolk County 
Legislature

State:  Andrew Raia, Rob Walker, New York State Assembly

Civic Leaders:  Tom Talbot, ABCO; Carol Meschow, Con-
cerned Citizens of Plainview - Old Bethpage; Matthew Meng, 
East Norwich Civic Association; Tawaun Whitty and Gerry 
Lake, Gordon Heights Civic Association;  Roy Smitheimer, 
Greater Port Washington BID; Beth Wahl, Montauk Highway 
Project; Francesca Carlow, Plainview-Old Bethpage Chamber 
of Commerce; Diane Burke, Rocky Point Civic Association
 
Other Guests: Richie Kessel, LIPA; Michael White, Presi-
dent, Long Island Regional Planning Board; Michael Harri-
son, Offi ce of Governor Eliot Spitzer

Honorees Included:



Sustainable East End Development Strategies (SEEDS), 
for Providing a Variety of Transportation Options.  SEEDS 
has worked tirelessly to improve public transportation on the 
East End of Long Island for years by coordinating land use 
and transportation planning systems.

The Village of Roslyn, Master Plan, for Making Develop-
ment Decisions Predictable, Fair & Cost Effective.  The ef-
forts of the Village of Roslyn have turned out a pro-Smart 
Growth Master Plan incorporating housing that has gained 
governmental and public support.

Andreaus 13 of the Afrikan American Media Network, for 
Encouraging Citizen and Stakeholder Participation in De-
velopment Decisions.  Andreaus has used his fame to better 
his community of Roosevelt, with the development of a com-
munity center, a public access TV show, a comedy club and 
fosters for major community events.

Bill Chaleff, of Chaleff & Rogers, Architects, for Clean En-
ergy & Green Building.  Mr. Chaleff has been at the forefront 
of the green building movement on Long Island for many 
years.
Four Star Variety Store in Northport, East Northport, and 
Farmingdale, for Fostering Distinctive, Attractive Communi-
ties with a Strong Sense of Place.  The local chain store suc-
cessfully exemplifi es the Smart Growth principle of locating a 
business in downtown settings.

Village of Roslyn’s Mayor John Durkin with Green Architect Bill Chaleff

Now in its 6th year, VISION’s Smart Growth Awards has 
grown exponentially.  VISION has more partners, with a wid-
er base of support, than ever before.

Together with these 2007 honorees, a tally of Smart Growth 
Awards given by Vision Long Island includes:

• Ten community organizations and nine business and 
community leaders
• Eleven government offi cials and twelve government spon-
sored plans, policies or regulations
• Six projects that are in planning, seven are in construc-
tion, and twelve that have been built

On a lighter note, developer Jack Kulka, of Kulka Contracting, 
and Civic Leader Tawaun Whitty provided a humorous roast 
of “Vision’s Greatest Misses” and included tales of projects 
gone wrong and tangles of red tape, with a message of hope 
for the future.

The much-anticipated “Dumb Growth Award” was left una-
warded this year, as a sign of hope, though it did remain on 
the podium to serve as a warning that VISION is still paying 
attention to bad development.

Despite the signifi cant accomplishments of these honorees, 
there remains a clear gap between what’s being built and what 
Long Islanders desire. According to the Long Island Builders 
Institute, 3700 building permits are being issues in 2007. Of 
those, VISION has identifi ed only sixty that are pure Smart 
Growth projects. It is estimated that only 15% even begin to 
refl ect Smart Growth principles. 

Still, support is growing, along with understanding of what 
it really means to be “Smart Growth”. VISION has also gar-
nered diverse and growing support for its evolving Blueprint 
for Smart Growth, and its regional Smart Growth Agenda. 
They are forming a Smart Growth Leadership Task Force, 
and look forward to November, when they will reconvene 
their annual Smart Growth Summit. This major event will 
measure progress and pull together the projects, policies and 
constituencies needed meet the needs of Long Island.

For more information on VISION or the honorees, visit our 
newly redeveloped website, www.visionlongisland.org, or call 



Honorees Tom Neely of SEEDS and NYMTC’s 
Nancy O’Connell, with Brian Dolan of HDR

Diana Coleman of the EOC, Judy Panullo of the 
Suffolk Community Council, and members of the 
Long Island Progressive Coalition join honoree 
David Sprintzen

Ken Langone and Jim Graham of Eschbacher 
Engineering with Brookhkaven Town Clerk Pam 
Betheil

VISION President Ron Stein with Verizon’s Susan 
Hayes

Representatives from First Sterling Financial

Keith Samaroo of P S & S, Stephanie Silveri of 
Globo In Verde, and Town of North Hempstead 
Councilman Tom Dwyer

Mark Strauss of FX Fowle, Larry Rosenbloom 
of Urbitran, and Brookhaven Planning Commis-
sioner David Woods

Elissa Ward, Iva Dokonal, Tom Calabro, Ela 
Dokonal, and Catie Ferraris of ADL III Archi-
tecture

Larry Feldman of Lighthouse LI, and Kathy 
Eiseman and Chic Voorhis of Nelson, Pope & 
Voorhis

Glen Cove CDA’s Myralee Macol and Glen Cove 
Downtown Business Improvement District’s 
Francine Ferrante

Below: Patrick Duggan and Nassau County 
Councilman David Denenberg

David Daley of The Benjamin Companies, with 
Amber Court Assisted Living’s Raphael Weiss 
and Robert Snyder

Ron Stein and Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor 
John Venditto

Eric Alexander with Master of Ceremonies, News 
12 Long Island’s Trish Bergin

Brookhaven Town Supervisor Brian Foley, Neigh-
borhood Network’s Neal Lewis, and LIPA’s Richie 
Kessel
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Suffolk County Councilwoman Vivian Fisher

Beechwood Organization’s Michael Dubb, Oyster 
Bay Supervisor John Venditto, Posillico Group’s 
Michael Posillico and Marc Herbst

Long Island Regional Planning Board Executvie 
Director Michael White with Nassau County Leg-
islator Lisanne Altmann

Eric Alexander with Delano Stewart of Point of 
View

Gene Murphy of The Town of Islip and Chris Ni-
cholson of Island Associates

Oyster Bay Supervisor John Venditto with Glen 
Cove Mayor Ralph Suozzi

VISION President Ron Stein

John Burke and Thomas Gahan, Vintage Group

Eric Alexander and Rob Dromerhauser of Cool 
Water

Michael Harrison, of Offi ce of Gov. Eliot Spitzer, 
presents a certifi cate of recognition to Ron Stein

Energia Partnership’s Nancy Englehardt with 
John Durso of the LI Federation of Labor

Michael Posillico of The Posillico Group, Maria 
Rigopoulos of Trammel Crow Residential, and 
Keith Samaroo of P S & S

Afrikan American Media Network’s Andreaus 13 
with Gordon Heights Civic Association’s Gerry 
Lake and Tawaun Whitty

Vision Long Island’s team, from left: President 
Ron Stein, Assistant Director Katheryn Laible, 
Communications Director Michelle Dutchen, and 
Executive Director Eric Alexander.  Not pictured: 
Daune Iqbal and Juliana Roberts

Stephen Hart of H2M, Patrick Duggan, Orchard 
Park’s Mark Mediavilla, and Bill Kuhl of Sara-
toga Associates.
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